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Biosketch 

Stefan Fröhling has been Head of the Division of Translational Medical Oncology at the German Cancer 

Research Center (DKFZ) since 2019 and Managing Director of the National Center for Tumor Diseases 

(NCT) Heidelberg since 2020, having held this position on an interim basis since 2018. His work at the 

interface of applied cancer research and clinical care centers on strategies for multidimensional tumor 

characterization as a basis for academic clinical trials within the NCT Precision Medicine in Oncology 

Program, investigating the efficacy of novel, individualized cancer therapies. In addition to his broad 

activities in the field of cross-entity precision oncology, supported by the European Union (EU), the Federal 

Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF), the German Research Foundation (DFG), and the German 

Cancer Aid (DKH), among others, Stefan Fröhling focuses on translating insights into the biology of bone 

and soft-tissue sarcomas and myeloid malignancies into novel diagnostic and therapeutic strategies. Locally, 

he directs the NCT Molecular Precision Oncology Program and is deputy spokesperson of the Center for 

Personalized Medicine (ZPM) Heidelberg; on a national level, he coordinates the Research Platform 

“Cancer Genome Analysis” of the German Cancer Consortium (DKTK) and the DKFZ/NCT/DKTK 

MASTER (Molecularly Aided Stratification for Tumor Eradication Research) Program, activities that have 

paved the way for the widespread implementation of genetically guided precision oncology and its 

transition into standard care in Germany. Internationally, he is a member of the Board of Directors of 

Cancer Core Europe (CCE) and has long been active in the European Hematology Association (EHA), 

including a four-year term as an elected board member. In addition to his scientific and clinical activities, 

which are characterized by a strong commitment to the involvement of patients as research partners, Stefan 

Fröhling has a particular interest in the education and training of physician scientists and medical scientists, 

illustrated by his role in designing the Heidelberg School of Oncology Fellowship Program and as organizer 

and Chair of the Scientific Committee of the annual CCE Summer School in Translational Cancer Research. 


